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Contrary to H2020 rules, which provided for the category of the unit 
costs for clinical trials, there are no special financial rules for 

clinical trials foreseen under HE. 

Clinical trials costs under HE can therefore be declared as:

- actual costs, 

- subcontracting costs; or 

- costs for internally invoiced goods and services;

provided that all the relevant eligibility conditions are met.

Clinical trials costs under Horizon Europe (HE).



In case of actual costs, the following eligibility conditions apply:

General eligibility conditions (Article 6.1 of the MGA): 

✓ they must be actually incurred by the beneficiary;

✓ they must (in principle) be incurred during the action duration;

✓ they must be declared under one of the budget categories set out in the MGA, such as for example: 
personnel costs; purchase costs – including equipment and costs of other goods and services. 

Additional specific eligibility conditions apply for each budget category and must be respected in 
addition to general eligibility conditions

Clinical trials costs under Horizon Europe –
actual costs.



In case of actual costs, the following eligibility conditions apply:

General eligibility conditions (Article 6.1 of the MGA) - continued:

✓ they must be incurred in connection with the action and necessary for its implementation;

✓ they must be identifiable and verifiable (in particular recorded on beneficiary’s accounts);

✓ they must comply with the applicable national law on taxes, labour and social security; and 

✓ they must be reasonable, justified and must comply with the principle of sound financial 
management, in particular regarding economy and efficiency.

Clinical trials costs under Horizon Europe –
actual costs.



Examples of clinical trial costs declared as actual costs:

Table 3.1h: ‘Purchase costs’ items (travel and subsistence, equipment and other goods, works and services) 

Clinical trials costs under Horizon Europe –
actual costs.



Examples of clinical trial costs declared as actual costs:

Table 3.1h: ‘Purchase costs’ items (travel and subsistence, equipment and other goods, works and services) 

Clinical trials costs under Horizon Europe –
actual costs.



In case of subcontracting, the following eligibility conditions apply:

General eligibility conditions (Article 6.2. B of the MGA): 

✓ Subcontracting costs for the action are eligible, if they are calculated on the basis of the 

costs actually incurred, they fulfil the general eligibility conditions and are awarded 

using the beneficiary’s usual purchasing practices — provided these ensure 

subcontracts with best value for money (or if appropriate the lowest price) and that 

there is no conflict of interests 

✓ The tasks to be subcontracted and the estimated cost for each subcontract must be set 

out in Annex 1 and the total estimated costs of subcontracting per beneficiary must be 

set out in Annex 2

Clinical trials costs under Horizon Europe -
subcontracting



Example of clinical trial costs declared as subcontracts:

Clinical trials costs under Horizon Europe –
subcontracting.



In case of internally invoiced goods and services, the following eligibility conditions apply:

✓ Internally invoiced goods and services means goods or services which are provided within the 

beneficiary’s organisation directly for the action and which the beneficiary values on the basis 

of its usual cost accounting practices.

✓ Costs for internally invoiced goods and services directly used for the action may be declared as unit 

cost according to usual cost accounting practices if they fulfil the general eligibility conditions for 

such unit costs and the amount per unit is calculated: 

- using the actual costs for the good or service recorded in the beneficiary’s accounts, attributed either by 

direct measurement or on the basis of cost drivers, and excluding any cost which are ineligible or 

already included in other budget categories; and

- according to usual cost accounting practices which are applied in a consistent manner, based on 

objective criteria, regardless of the source of funding. 

✓ These costs will not be taken into account for the indirect cost flat-rate. 

Clinical trials costs under Horizon Europe –
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✓ In case of clinical trials costs declared as internally invoiced goods and services the relevant 

beneficiaries should fill in Table 3.1i in their application form:

Clinical trials costs under Horizon Europe –
internally invoiced goods and services



Example of clinical trial costs declared as internally invoiced goods and 
services:

Table 3.1.i ‘Other costs categories’ items (e.g., internally invoiced goods and services)

Clinical trials costs under Horizon Europe –
internally invoiced goods and services.



Example of clinical trial costs declared as internally invoiced goods and 
services:

Table 3.1.i ‘Other costs categories’ items (e.g., internally invoiced goods and services)
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General Model Grant Agreement 
see: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/agr-contr/general-
mga_horizon-euratom_en.pdf

Annotated Model Grant Agreement (draft)
see: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf

Helpdesk:
Externals: 
Call EC Research Helpdesk at +32 229 92222 or e-mail them at 
EC-SEDIA-SUPPORT@ec.europa.eu
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Thank you!

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
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